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The youngest child in 
attendance at Rolling 

Meadow’s Grade 5 class today 
isn’t even walking yet. Of 
course, little Dylan is only 
eight months old. 

Dylan and his mother, 
Melanie, help facilitate the 
Roots of Empathy program 
at the Burlington elementary 
school, one of many schools in 
Canada, and the first in Halton, 
taking advantage of this award-
winning experience for kids 
from Kindergarten to Grade 8.

Working on the belief “the 
children of today are the 
parents and citizens of 
tomorrow,” the Roots of 
Empathy program brings a 

local parent and baby into the 
classroom for regular visits 
so students can observe and 
interact with the baby, learning 

Baby as teacher
The Roots of Empathy program at Rolling Meadows Public School

The fond memory of Mike 
Salem has resulted in hope 

for hearts across Halton.

In December 2007, 
The Mikey Network, an 
organization working to 
create public awareness and 
provide education about 
heart healthy lifestyles, 
announced its commitment to 
provide automated external 
defibrillators (AEDs) to all 
Halton secondary schools. The 
Mikey Network, named for 

Healthy Hearts in Halton high schools
Mikey Network brings defibrillators to Halton 
secondary schools
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about everything from human 
development to compassion 
and nurturing. 

continued on page 3

Eight month old Dylan is the young facilitator of the Roots of Empathy program at Rolling Meadows.  
His monthly visits allow students to learn development, compassion, and nurturing.

The donation of automated external defibrillators (AEDs) for Halton 
high schools is gratefully accepted by (from left to right) Wayne Joudrie, 
Halton District School Board; Hugh Heron, Heathwood Homes; 
Gary Carr, Halton Regional Chair; Jim King, Halton EMS; and Lou 
Piovesan, Halton Catholic District School Board. 
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For the 3,000 elementary 
school students who 

attended the Halton Children’s 
Water Festival, it was good to 
the last drop. 

The Festival was held during 
three days in September for 
the second time in as many 
years. It provided the Grade 
2,3,4 and 5 students with the 
opportunity to learn about 
the importance of ground 
and surface water with 
hands-on activities at Kelso 
Conservation Area. The event 
was co-hosted by Conservation 
Halton and Halton Region, and 
held in partnership with the 
Halton District School Board, 
the Halton Catholic District 
School Board, and the Town of 
Oakville. 

Students learned about five 
central water related themes: 
water science and technology; 
water protection; water health 
and safety; water conservation; 
and water stewardship.

The overwhelmingly positive 
and appreciative comments 
from students and parents 
emphasized the success and 
value of this event. Look 
for the 3rd Annual Halton 
Children’s Festival in the Fall 
of 2008. 

Good to the last drop 
2nd annual Halton Children’s Water Festival is resounding success 

The Halton Children’s Water 
Festival at Kelso Conservation 
Area consisted of more than 50 
hands-on activity centres where 
students in Grade 2, 3, 4 and 5 
learned about the importance of 
ground and surface water. 

Do your teenagers know 
what they want to do 

“when they grow up”? Are 
you concerned about spending 
money on education that’s not 
in line with their interests or 
potential skills?

The Career Focus Program 
may be the answer. It’s a 
new program at The Centre 
for Skills Development & 
Training, a not-for-profit 
affiliate of the Halton District 
School Board. The program 
offers assessment tools and 
one-on-one counselling 
sessions to help young people, 
age 16 to 35, find out what 
they are good at, what they 
like to do, define career 
choices that complement 
their personality and skills, 
and identify training and/or 

education to get them where 
they want to go. Participants 
leave with a personal action 
plan to help achieve their 
goals.

Deborah Dennison, Corporate 
Services Manager at The 
Centre, believes that if young 
people took a proactive 
look at their prospects with 
programs like Career Focus, 
they wouldn’t waste time, 
money and opportunities going 
through college and university 
without a goal. “With Career 
Focus, we’re helping people 
learn about themselves and 
their prospects so that they can 
be successful sooner.”

Organized to suit a person’s 
schedule, assessments and 
counselling sessions take place 

at one of The Centre’s four locations in Burlington, Oakville, 
Milton, and Georgetown. For more information about the Career 
Focus Program and pricing, contact The Centre at 905-333-3499, 
ext. 147 or visit www.thecentre.on.ca. 

New program at The Centre helps young people focus 
their career direction!

Career Information Specialist, Myrna Renshaw, guides Rae Hunter 
through her career assessment results.


